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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorous! 


y forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer _management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wron 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. 


E HOLD this to be the 


%, rejoicing when it is — but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
ighest service to patriotism and to God 





What One Man Can Do 


The movie Three Stripes in the 
Sun, which was filmed in Osaka, 
Japan, reveals the insanity of war- 
time propaganda and the sins of 
race prejudice. It is the true story 
of an American GI who had been 
taught to hate the Japanese during 
the war years, but while stationed 
at Osaka he discovered that the 
Japanese were just people, little 
different from others and with 
many admirable qualities. After 
visiting a dilapidated Japanese or- 
phanage, he inaugurated a money- 
raising campaign in his unit that 
made possible a new $180,000 
home for the children, most of 
whom had been orphaned by the 
American bombing raids. Then the 
GI married the daughter of a well- 
to-do Osaka businessman and 
brought her back to the U. S. The 
real hero, played by Aldo Ray, is 
Sergeant Hugh O'Reilly of the 
Bronx, N. Y. He and his wife, 
Yuko, visited her parents in Osaka 
while the film was being made and 
helped the actors become acquaint- 
ed with the Japanese players. The 
children in the orphanage played 
their own parts in the film. 

This story prompts the question 
—could such a film be made now 
about the Russians? Yet many 
Americans have found that the 
Russian people are no different 
from others; q) ‘te a few have mar- 
tied attractive Russian girls. How 
would such a movie be received 
today, when all official propaganda 
is anti-Russian? 


FBI CLEARS NAACP: South- 
ern politicians usually blame racial 
difficulties on Communist infiltra- 
tion, branding the NAACP as a 
“Communist outfit.” But J. Edgar 
Hoover recently stated that “While 
the Communists tried to infiltrate 
the NAACP, they did not succeed. 
The NAACP leadership fought the 
Reds vigorously.” (N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, May 1.) 





UR SUMMER SCHEDULE begins with this issue, hence during 

June, July and August, your copy of Between The Lines will come 
monthly instead of fortnightly. The summer editions will be filled with 
materials of permanent significance, greatly condensed, drawn from the 
most authoritative sources. 

DURING THIS PERIOD, your editor will be traveling in Asia 
and the Near East, renewing old contacts, making new ones, seeking in 
particular those who serve in capacities that bring them close to the peo- 
ple. While many officials will be interviewed, we have found that, far too 
often, government and military leaders have political views to promote, 
economic connections to serve, interests which color every word uttered. 
Thus world news reporting, which depends so largely on_ these 
sources, is subjected to distortions by special interests. We will spend 
these summer months in trying to bring the thoughts, hopes and fears 
of the peoples across the world closer to this fellowship of truth seekers— 
the readers of Between The Lines. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


EUTRALISM: A step towards peace has come with the greater rec- 
ognition in Washington of the respectability of neutralism. Political 
and military extremists have tried to force the issue that communism is 
the ultimate evil, hence that “those who are not for us are against us.” 
Like all fanaticism, however, this does not bear examination. Commu- 
nism is a result of evil, not the cause of evil. When a government be- 
comes intolerably corrupt, the people have always turned to the revolu- 
tionaries for relief. The Communists are the most effective, disciplined 
revolutionaries of our day. The fact that they believe in a dictatorship 
and are atheistic does not concern people who are suffering the selfish- 
ness, dishonesty and exploitation of a corrupt government, for ironically 
the most corrupt government is usually “religious” and tyrannical. The 
church in old Russia shared the corruption and tyrannies of the state, as 
has the church in France and Italy in the past and as the church does in 
many parts of Latin-America today. Some non-Christian nations like 
Thailand suffer from the same malady; it was also the story of old China. 
AS YOUNG NEW NATIONS break with such a past, the “you 
are either with us or against us” extremists would force these nations to 
become either our satellites or satellites of Russia — but they don’t want 
either. When a weak nation becomes a military ally of a strong state, with 
rare exceptions, the weak becomes a dependent of the strong. The neu- 
trals, in their desire to leap over 1,000 years and become modern nations 
in one generation, are eager for help and will take it wherever they can 
find it, but they do not want to become dependants again. And don’t 
forget it, Russia is offering economic aid with no strings attached. 

Dr. Sukarno, the able frank young hero-president of the Indo- 
nesian Republic, preached these facts with searing words while in this 
country — even before Congress. His coming did much good. The White 
House is wisely planning to invite other neutrals, thus enlarging the policy 
of recognizing the right to be neutral — with honor. 


HE NEW ATOMIC BOMB TESTS have been made for two reasons: 
First to examine the progress made in developing “low-yield” tac- 

tical atomic weapons and missiles that can destroy tanks, naval vessels, 
and kill in a limited way, without destroying everything for a hundred 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Responsible Capitalism 


Savings banks, insurance compan- 
ies and other private capital groups 
are supporting plans for a large 
scale slum clearance in New York 
City and state. A corporation will 
be organized to receive funds from 
the subscribing stockholders and 
to manage the projects with the 
Federal and state governments 
standing ready to supply what ad- 
ditional funds might be needed. 
Numerous low-rent housing proj- 
ects, planned to pay for themselves 
over a period of years, with fair 
interest on the investment, will be 
erected in attractively parked areas 
created where old and unsightly 
slums now stand. 

Government housing projects 
have seldom been inaugurated ex- 
cept where private capitalists have 
failed or refused to make the trans- 
fer of their investments from the 
crowded high-profit, crime-breeding 
slum properties to low-rent, sub- 
stantially constructed, long - range 
investment properties bringing in a 
reasonable return. As more private 
investment groups enter this field, 
the need for government action 
will decrease. 


BANANAS ON YOUR TABLE: 
The U. S. Department of Justice 
has brought an anti-trust suit 
against the giant United Fruit syn- 
dicate, charging the corporation with 
maintaining a monopoly over all 
the bananas on the U. S. market. 
Newsmen complain that the State 
Department has used its influence 
to suppress reports of this action 
for fear the disclosures would 
stimulate propaganda in Latin- 
America against “Yankee imperial- 
ism.” It will be recalled that the 
United Fruit Company was charged 
by many Latin American spokes- 
men with having a large responsi- 
bility for the growth of commu- 
nism in Guatemala and with using 
its influence to promote the recent 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Responsible Capitalism 


(continued) 
revolution in that country. 

The United Fruit Company con- 
trols 85 per cent of all the land in 
Central America suitable for grow- 
ing bananas. All shipping and ware- 
house facilities in Central Ameri- 
ca are also largely dominated by 
United Fruit, their controls ena- 
bling them to fix wholesale and con- 
sumer prices and to break any 
competition that threatens. The 
Federal suit is based upon innum- 
erable complaints filed by other 
business groups who are victims 
of this monopoly. 

CHEMICAL “FRESHENERS”: 
The questionable freshening chemi- 
cal, made from petroleum — which 
has been banned from use in bread 
— is still used as a “freshener” in 
rolls, cookies and other bakery 
products. The name of the chemical 
is polyoxyethelene monostearate, 
which the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration eliminated, after quite a 
fight, from commercial bread. But 
because of legal complications, the 
FDA hasn’t yet been able to protect 
the public from its use in freshening 
other bakery goods. Efforts are now 
being made to plug the legal loop- 
hole in the law by requiring Gov- 
ernment approval before chemicals 
can be added to food products. 
Those working for this protection 
include congressmen, certain con- 
sciencious food manufacturers and 
the Food and Drug Administrator, 
George P. Larrick. 

During the past 15 years, about 
25,000 such chemicals have been 
tested by manufacturers, with 
24,600 of them discarded as un- 
safe. Of the 400 now in use, prob- 
ably 150 have not been sufficient- 
ly tested. Polyoxyethelene mono- 
stearate is one which it is feared 
may be poisonous to humans. 

The chemical industry, through 
its congressional spokesmen, has 
often blocked efforts of the Food 
and Drug Administration to police 
chemicals in food. 


Civil Rights 

The Administration’s much pub- 
licized civil rights program has lit- 
tle chance of gaining the necessary 
congressional support. The _ pro- 
gram calls for (1) the President’s 
bi-partisan six-man commission on 
civil rights, a desperately needed 
advisory group which could estab- 
lish and interpret a working policy 
on civil rights in terms of the needs 
of different parts of the country, 
could coordinate, advise and direct 
the activation of that policy and 
perform many other functions; 
(2) a new Civil Rights Division 
within the Department of Justice, 
under an Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral; (3) a law to permit Federal 


prosecution of private individuals 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


miles around. Second, to experiment with a portable H-bomb, one that 
could be dropped from a plane, Russia having already made such a test. 
The previous big U. S. H-test of 1954 was not a bomb but a “mechan- 
ism” which would have filled a four car garage and thus was hardly a 
portable model. In addition, the military scientists are experimenting with 
low grade uranium (U235) in the H-tests, a cheap and plentiful type of 
uranium, that goes into deadly vapors when the temperature is high 
enough. This radiation kills over wide areas but cools off in a matter of 
days so an area that has been blasted can be occupied by troops equipped 
with protective gear. 


NDEMOCRATIC SUPPRESSION: Dr. Ralph E. Lapp, noted atomic 

scientist, who has previously forced admissions from the Atomic 
Energy Commission relative to the health aspects of the atomic bomb 
tests, has again charged the AEC with misrepresentation and suppression 
of vital information beyond the range of military necessity. In November 
of 1954, Dr. Lapp made calculations about the first test, which were ver- 
ified by the AEC four months later, that radioactive fall-out from the 
H-bomb explosion would be deadly over an area the size of New Jersey. 


LAPP STATED, in an news interview appearing in the Washington 
Post May 22 (during the recent atomic tests), that an important long- 
term threat from atomic tests exists in the release of radioactive strontium 
which often causes cancer of the bone. A hydrogen explosion hurls large 
quantities of strontium high into the stratosphere from where it sifts 
back to earth gradually during the subsequent years. (This is in addition 
to the deadly radiation that soon cools off.) While Dr. Lapp agrees that 
the atmosphere is not overloaded at present, he joins the battle on the 
side of the geneticists who charge the AEC with making statements that 
are contrary to the findings of geneticists about the amounts of radiation 
the atmosphere can contain without harm to human life. According to 
the most noted geneticists, the earth’s atmosphere may have already be- 
come sufficiently contaminated by radiation to bring physical and mental 
deterioration to future generations. 


HE SOVIET HAS ONCE MORE SEIZED THE PEACE INITIA- 

TIVE and, undeservedly, much of the moral leadership of the world. 
While the U. S. political and military chiefs were again absorbed in 
atomic weapons tests and rowing among themselves over who should get 
priority in the use of the new instruments of mass slaughter, the Soviet 
has used the occasion to launch another great peace and disarmament 
drive. By this adroit checkmate, Moscow has wiped out their record of 
straddling and double-talk in the disarmament conferences and made 
America appear to be the war monger. 


THE VICTORY WAS WON by Moscow on the most important 
battleground that stands between Communist East and the Free West, that 
of world opinion. Moscow has used this timing before. Will we never 
learn? Probably not as long as Washington’s thinking is mesmerized by 
military power as the cure-all for modern international ills. 


S.-SOVIET STALEMATE: Out of the muddle and confusion 
concerning the present armament race, there is a sequence of facts 
the informed layman should keep clearly in mind. Through the swift de- 
velopment of weapons of massive destruction and high speed guided mis- 
siles, a stalemate between U. S. and Soviet armed power has been created 
about five years in advance of the estimates of our own military leader- 
ship. This has thrown the U. S. military service heads into a panic over 
what to do next. We have suddenly come to the place where, regard- 
less of what we might do today, the Soviets will equal or exceed it tomor- 
row. This is a new experience for America, accustomed to standing 
straddle, unchallenged, over a weak world. 


U. S. MILITARY CHIEFS ARE IN A SCRAMBLE, each branch 
of the service seeking a lion’s share in the development of atomic wea- 
pons and guided missiles. The psychological tactics used by the military 
chiefs against one another and upon the public have at times reached ab- 
surd proportions. The game has been to see who “could scare the mostest 
with the worstest!” The Air Force chiefs presented data showing that 
production of the Soviet intercontinental bomber, the Bison, along with 
the development of guided missiles, were in advance of the production 
of our chief long-range weapon, the B 52, and our own missile program— 
therefore the U. S. was pictured as lying helpless and exposed, in mortal 
danger of Soviet attack. (A dramatic play on this fact has been made for 
months by the Alsop brothers, the columnists who have become a sort of 
unofficial propaganda wing of the Air Force.) 

THIS PAGEANT OF PANIC is unworthy of our heritage as a 


great people. There is no shred of evidence available from any source 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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Civil Rights 
(continued) 

for intimidating voters in any elec. 
tion involving a Federal office: 
(4) authorization for the Justice De. 
partment to bring injunction or 
other civil action in behalf of per- 
sons deprived of civil rights; and 
(5) elimination of the present re. 
quirement that, before the Federal 
courts can act in civil rights cases, 
all state legal remedies must first be 
exhausted. 

Congressional support is blocked 
by the united opposition of most 
Southern Democrats. Also the new 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Senator Eastland, can 
—and apparently will— stop all 
such measures in the Senate. 


PENSIONS FOR NAZIS: The 
West German Government is estab- 
lishing new pension laws — and 
widening old provisions — to bene- 
fit former Nazi officials, former 
Nazi military personnel and _ their 
dependents. All political parties are 
united on this move, and the pen- 
sions are expected to be in force 
by next autumn. The victims of 
nazism, however, who have been 
waiting for years for compensation 
for loss of family, property and 
earning capacity, continue to be 
largely ignored. American officials 
in West Germany support the pen- 
sion laws on the grounds that the 
building of a strong West German 
military force, as an adjunct to 
NATO, requires that those who 
have served the German military 
in the past be recognized as be- 
longing to the new state’s respon- 
sibility. In applying the existing 
compensation laws, which affect the 
victims of nazism — Jews, Poles, 
etc.—a wide measure of discre- 
tion is left to the German courts 
and these usually evade these claims. 


SERIOUS READING: Want to 
do some serious reading this sum- 
mer? Two books especially will 
provide it: Religion in Action by 
Jerome Davis, noted teacher and 
author, who discusses the present 
social order in the light of Chris- 
tian thought, and shows how the so- 
cial order can be changed through 
the power of applied Christian 
truth. ($3. per copy, Book Dept. 
489 Ocean Ave., West Haven, 
Conn.) Also, a comprehensive 
analysis of the present world po- 
litical situation will be found in the 
57-page pamphlet (packed with 
enough small print to fill the aver- 
age 200 page book), Turning Point 
Toward Peace by the well-known 
economist and peace advocate, 
James P. Warburg. The tangled 
relationships of this country with 
the other peoples of the world are 
analysed in a manner especially 
appropriate in an election year. 
(Priced at SO¢, Current Affairs 
Press, 25 Vanderbilt Ave., N.Y.C) 
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Military Economics 

A congressional committee in- 
vestigation of military spending 
made a public report recently that 
was largely ignored. The report de- 
scribed chaotic and wasteful spend- 
ing by the armed services and, in 
many instances, excessive profits. 
For example, military planes are 
grounded because of missing spare 
parts that cost 25 cents each, and 
much expensive equipment is “lost” 
in scores of military bases. Over 
5,000 Navy airplane radios, for in- 
stance, valued at $11 million were 
“lost” at one base, with 2,000 
more sets ordered to replace them. 
There are innumerable items of 
this nature, which are, of course, 
chicken feed alongside such revela- 
tions that the Navy spent $360 mil- 
lion on a jet that was so poorly 
planned that the whole project had 
to be junked at a total loss. 


The congressional investigators 
stated that the research was done 
in the face of harrassment and 
hampering by military officials 
whose job it was supposed to be to 
help Congress learn the facts. 
Congressman Whitten (D., Miss.) 
said that “billions have been spent 
needlessly at somebody’s profit” 
because of carelessness and indif- 
ference in the Pentagon. Pentagon 
officials, who were given the oppor- 
tunity to examine the charges be- 
fore publication of the 397-page 


' document, prepared for study by 


the congressional committee, con- 
tended that the errors were due to 
“crash” programs to meet military 
“emergencies.” A closer scrutiny 
of the details of such an explana- 
tion reveals that the “emergencies” 
chiefly existed only in the minds of 
the military planners who have 
steadily built up the impression 
that Russia was about to strike, al- 
though authoritative observers of 
the Communist movement have 
never believed such a danger to be 
pressing. 

Charles E. Wilson, Secretary of 
Defense, admitted that many of 
the conditions outlined in the com- 
mittee’s charges did exist, and that 
they made him “mad and sad,” but 
he said they have been “inherited.” 
He seemed to imply that little 
could be done about it. 


Traders and contractors are still 
getting rich from the wastefulness 
of the war in the Pacific. In many 
Pacific island areas, large quanti- 
ties of trucks, field staff cars and 
motors of various kinds still lay lit- 
tered about for miles, for the U. S. 
Armed Forces made little effort to 
salvage this vast and expensive 
hoard. Salvage contractors from 
Australia find these treasures easy 
to reclaim and sell. Scrap metal 
may be had from the thousands of 


abandoned planes, some wrecked 
(continued third ool., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


that the Soviet contemplates an attack upon this country, and, as the 
President himself finally pointed out, the U. S. has many times more 
long-range bombers (of the B 47 and other types,) than Russia, and these 
are capable of striking the Soviet from our overseas bases and from bases 
near our shores by aerial refueling. With the Soviet sea power only a fifth 
that of the U. S. and communism losing ground in Italy and Western 
Europe, a Red thrust westward becomes most remote indeed. 


The Navy chiefs supported the President's statements by pointing 
to the air arm of our fleets with its capacity to hurl atomic missiles at 
jet speed from our many air carriers. This claim of the Navy however 
was part of the drive to prove that the Navy should be considered the 
major wing of our strategic bombing forces rather than the land-based 
Air Force or the Army. Then Air Force chief of staff, Gen. Twining, 
blew the Navy claim clear out of the congressional waters (these headline 
statements arose in congressional hearings) by pointing out that air car- 
riers, no matter how big and fast, are easy targets for guided missiles—- 
“the bigger they are, the better they sink.” Aeronautical weapons scien- 
tists quite generally support the case against the $200 million carriers. 

THE PANIC OVER THE STALEMATE REVEALS that the So- 
viet has leap-frogged over Navy and jet-bomber developments, which 
have consumed billions of our own wealth, to concentrate their resources 
on the hydrogen bomb and guided missile program. 


Our military chiefs, having sold themselves year after year that 
Russia was about to attack, have squandered untotaled billions on obso- 
lete equipment that now lies upon them like an embarrassing weight, a 
swimmer competing in overcoat and shoes. The Soviet progress has been 
so impressive that our military leaders reveal by every word and action 
their realization that the stalemate in power to unleash swift and total de- 
struction has now been reached. It is the end of an age — in man’s long 
struggle for power to conquer all before him. He now has it. Where will 
it lead him? All military authorities concede that war between the U. S. 
and Russia is impossible without immense destruction from which neither 
nation could recover for generations. 

THIS SPECTRE OF THE TOTAL FUTILITY OF WAR now 
haunts the military professionals. They realize that war must be “brought 
under control.” Atomic weapons are being integrated into all levels of 
military action; that means small wars such as the Korean conflict will be 
atomic from now on. Therefore nuclear weapons of a small “low-yield” 
type must be developed with little deadly radiation, so that little wars will 
not lead to massive intercontinental slaughter. 

A SECRET MEETING OF THE U. S. CHIEFS OF STAFF was 
held recently at an air base in Puerto Rico to consider this problem, to 


survey once more the new atomic warfare that has been thrust into their 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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Military Economics 
(continued) 
and some just grounded and desert- 


ed. Workshops equipped with in- 
calculable quantities of tools were 
just abandoned, according to re- 
ports from Sydney, Australia, re- 
leased through the North Ameri- 
can Newspaper Alliance. 
MONEY TO BURN: It costs 
$5,000 just to lift a loaded B47 
bomber off the ground. The take- 
off mechanisms are discarded in 
flight and cost over $160 each. The 
Air Force has not disclosed the 
cost of heisting the giant B 52, but 
we have heard that it costs at least 
$10,000 to fly a B 52 the first hour. 


Mexican Liberal 

Lazaro Cardenas was the last 
“revolutionary” President of Mexi- 
co. During the nineteen thirties 
while he was President, he expro- 
priated the large foreign oil hold- 
ings in Mexico (which were chiefly 
U. S. owned) and furthered many 
other reforms which have bene- 
fitted the Mexican people. Only 
seldom has he spoken up since his 
retirement, nor has he attempted 
to capitalize on the esteem with 
which he is held by the Mexican 
people, although he did protest 
two years ago against the U. S. 
complicity in the revolution of 
Guatemala. 

The powerful oil and investment 
interests in this country have never 
missed an opportunity to imply 
that Cardenas was “Communist,” 
“a Moscow tool” etc., although all 
informed observers of Latin Amer- 
ican affairs have vigorously de- 
fended Cardenas and have denied 
the accusations hurled against him. 
When the former Mexican Presi- 
dent recently accepted the Stalin 
Peace Prize, offered by Moscow 
each year as an international award 
for efforts in furthering peace, 
many U. S. newspapers played up 
the story in an I-told-you-so tone. 
But Cardenas, upon receiving the 
award before an immense gathering 
in Mexico City, refused the 
100,000 rubles ($25,000) that went 
with it and proceeded to make a 
speech denouncing all forms of to- 
talitarianism and tyranny. His spir- 
ited appeal for full human liberty, 
as the only basis for peace, was 
presented before the Mexican cap- 
ital’s full international ambassa- 
dorial community representing over 
60 nations. He challenged Moscow 
in polite diplomatic terms for 
talking about peace and propa- 
gandizing for peace, while hold- 
ing millions in subjection— label- 
ling this as the greatest barrier to 
peace. With few exceptions the 
American press ignored this event, 
although it included so many ele- 
ments of surprise and drama that 
ordinarily make the best kind of 
news story. 





Church & Education 

Italy’s long struggle against the 
domination of the Roman Catholic 
Church has broken out afresh in 
the area of public education. 
Through past generations, the 
champions of democracy in Italy, 
in combatting illiteracy, slowly 
forced the church to release its 
stranglehold on education so that 
free public schools could be pro- 
vided for the people and not just 
for the limited few. The church- 
dominated schools were tradition- 
ally attended almost exclusively by 
the children of wealthy aristocrats, 
or by boys preparing for the priest- 
hood. 

In 1923 the Fascist Government 
introduced Roman Catholic instruc- 
tion into the public schools, after 
years of freedom in the schools from 
compulsory Catholic teaching. In 
1924 this decree was amended to 
allow parents to provide religious 
instruction for their children out- 
side the schools, if they preferred; 
it was held that religious instruc- 
tion in the schools should not be 
confined to the mechanical recita- 
tion of prayers or the teaching of 
dogma, but instead should deal 
with religion as a matter of high 
moral and cultural value and be 
presented in a way that would 
make it acceptable to all students. 
This respect for religious liberty 
shown by the Fascists was also 
safeguarded in the Concordat en- 
tered into by the Vatican and Mus- 
solini’s regime in 1929. In 1945, 
after the fall of fascism, the new 
laws on education continued to re- 
spect the right of the individual to 
receive or to omit Catholic in- 
struction in the schools and to en- 
joy the freedom of nonsectarian 
education, regardless of religious 
beliefs. 

But in 1955 a new decree ob- 
viously moves towards a denial of 
these rights, for already the pri- 
mary schools have compulsory 
Roman Catholic religious training 
and the upper grades appear to be 
heading in that direction. Non- 
Catholics are demanding recogni- 
tion of the Italian Constitution 
which guarantees religious free- 
dom; failing to achieve this, Prot- 
estant parents are especially asking 
that their children be freed from 
compulsory Catholic instruction in 
the public schools and for religious 
training to be given in the home. 
The majority of Italians are bap- 
tized into the Roman Catholic 
faith, but non-Catholics point to 
recent statistics showing that only 
36 per cent attend church at all, 
and only 12 per cent fulfill their 
Lenten and Easter obligations. 
Scepticism, indifference and mere 
conforming to ritual increase daily 
as clerical pressures bear down 


with a blind oblivion to man’s 
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hands. It was a kind of post mortem of the military games held last fall 
called “Sagebrush” where maneuvers simulating the use of atomic bombs 
were staged with the bombs to be used only on “tactical military targets,” 
and all action to be confined to the state of Louisiana. Although the re- 
sults of these exercises were officially suppressed, newsmen learned that 
the maneuvers ended in widespread disaster to both sides, with simulated 
atomic destruction sweeping through the entire Mississippi valley area, 
destroying every city from New Orleans to St. Louis and Dallas to Bir- 
mingham. So the Puerto Rico staff meeting was another attempt to re- 
design modern warfare so it will exclude mass slaughter of civilians. 

IF TACTICAL ATOMIC WARFARE TECHNIQUES that pro- 
tect civilian populations can be developed, Pentagon publicity will go out 
to convince the public that the next war need not end in the destruc- 
tion of our respective civilizations. But such a weapons philosophy is 
fraught with deception, for it is admitted that the large megaton weapons 
will be retained in all military arsenals. If war starts, field commanders 
will have at their disposal atomic weapons of every size from the small 
anti-tank missiles to the big ones, with the giant plutonium-hydrogen- 
uranium missiles available, weapons that can make all of England (or 
New England), Holland (or the New York-Philadelphia area), Thailand 
or Burma uninhabitable. So when you start hearing about these “low- 
yield tactical atomic missiles,” remember that the history of war shows 
that there is no way to prevent the use of the most destructive forces 
available if military leaders feel that massive destruction is justified. All 
the world knows we had the Japanese nation beaten to its knees in the 
summer of 1945. Yet many U. S. politico-military leaders still justify the 
slaughter of 300,000 Japanese civilians at Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the 
first atomic attacks as a military necessity, although now it is generally 
conceded that the Emperor had been trying to surrender for several 
weeks. (The Japanese Government casualty figures are three times the 
figures released by the Pentagon.) 


ISARMAMENT IS THE ONLY ANSWER. But is there any hope 

of disarmament? Again there is a tangle of headlines and misinfor- 
mation that can be cleared up in a few words. The U. S. correctly de- 
mands that political questions be settled first, (for example, that the unity 
of Germany be established through free elections, that free elections be 
held in the satellite states, etc.) before disarmament be undertaken. The 
U. S. holds that there cannot be peace if tyranny persists. While we have 
accepted the Soviet proposal for ground area inspections, the U. S. is 
wisely insisting upon an agreement for aerial inspection before disarma- 
ment steps be taken. The Soviet refuses to accept the demand for political 
settlement, for they know honest elections will break up the whole satel- 
lite structure. Nor can they accept aerial inspection — as yet. There are 
still too many slave labor camps and other things in the Soviet lands that 
aerial cameras would pick up and reveal to the world. 

Despite these current difficulties, all leading historians and scien- 
tists and even many military figures have declared the only hope to be in 
disarmament. The main obstacle is that brand of reactionary politics 
which keeps alive the primitive myths of tribalism and bars the strength- 
ening of such international organizations as the UN under whose author- 
ity the steps to disarmament must be taken. 


ISARMAMENT IS INEVITABLE: Russia’s actions reveal that the 
Communists accept disarmament as inevitable, while fearful thus far 
of accepting the U. S. disarmament proposals. Moscow uses all possible 
resources to keep the initiative in world propaganda for disarmament by 
publicizing their own steps in that direction — the release of over a mil- 
lion troops, vacating bases in Finland and Austria, while the U. S. con- 
tinues to specialize in scaring the world out of its wits. Even the Pope of 
Rome has been adding his voice to the demands that all atomic bomb 
tests end and atomic warfare preparation cease, echoing Moscow’s propa- 
ganda. While the Pope’s sincere plea for disarmament does not fill in for 
the insincerity within the Moscow proposals, this unity of papal words 
and Moscow declarations impresses the masses of common men every- 
where, a fact that is unfortunately ignored in Washington. 
DISARMAMENT CAN ONLY COME through the establishment 
of an international police force, a fact that is written in the very structure 
of civilization. When the UN was first organized and the world had been 
purged of smallness of mind and heart by suffering, this principle was 
recognized. If we refuse to surrender national self interest, for the sake of 
peace, then suffering may have to come again — only those who survive 
next time will not have the resources and strength the world had in 1945, 


and has now. 
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steady march forward toward the 


dual goal of individual liberty and 
responsibility for his free acts. 

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS IN 
SPAIN have been sent to prisop 
for printing literature denouncing 
the Franco totalitarian regime. The 
students had particularly protested 
the attacks against critics of the 
regime on the campus of the Uni- 
versity of Madrid by sortees of 
armed Falangists (the Government 
party through which Franco rules), 
Noted professors in the University 
Law School who attempted to testi. 
fy in defense of the students have 
been dismissed from their jobs, 
Though these men are well know 
scholars and professors, it will be 
impossible for them to secure other 
employment. 

The foreign press generally 
recognizes that the Franco regime 
could not remain in power today 
but for the support received from 
the American military which js 
pouring millions of dollars into 
Spain for the privilege of building 
airfields that Franco has not yet 
agreed we could use in the event 
of war. (N. Y. Times, April 3.) 

SOVIET STUDENT EX. 
CHANGE? There is controversy 
among Washington officials over 
Soviet moves to set up student. 
teacher exchanges with this coun 
try. Moscow has made overtures to 
Harvard concerning the exchange 
of one professor and several stu 
dents during the coming year. Sim- 
ilar communications have _ been 
made to other universities, but 
Washington has put the quietus on 
the matter until a policy is estab 
lished which will conform with our 
diplomatic line. Some oppose the 
exchange plan on the grounds that 
the Communists would make prop- 
aganda of it. But U. S. educator 
believe the propaganda would re 
bound to the advantage of the 
U. S., since our universities and 
colleges are much more numerous 
and infinitely better equipped than 
Russian institutions. The Soviets 
have concentrated on_ scientific 
training too completely, and neg 
lected other areas, especially the 
humanities. The throngs that crowd 
all Russian libraries reveal the 
great hunger that exists for more 
knowledge in cultural, social and 
ethical studies. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN RUS 
SIA: For the first time in 40 years, 
religious instruction is being pe 
mitted in Russian churches. The 
teaching of religion had been for 
bidden in the hope that the church 
would wither away. But the grea 
increase in church attendance it 
Russia, even among the youth, hs 
caused the Moscow Government t0 
admit at least partial defeat of th 
godless program. 














